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COURT APPOINTED RECEIVER UPDATES SCHOOL COMMUNITY ON 

DISTRICT’S NATIONAL SEARCH FOR NEXT SUPERINTENDENT 
 

HARRISBURG, PA – Today, Court Appointed Receiver, Dr. Janet Samuels issued an update on the national 

search for the next superintendent of the Harrisburg School District, which is a critical component of the 

District’s Amended Recovery Plan. 
 

“Applications for this position have been received from candidates in our region and across the United States, 

and interviews are scheduled with a qualified and diverse field of candidates. As Receiver, I will participate in 

interviews, along with members of the executive leadership team of the Montgomery County Intermediate Unit 

and Acting Superintendent, Mr. Chris Celmer, with representation from the Harrisburg School Board and 

District staff,” said Dr. Samuels. “The interview process will be conducted with fidelity and bound by a 

collective commitment to confidentiality for all candidates.” 
 

The Receiver’s update included words of thanks to parents, students, staff, and community members who 

participated in virtual focus groups and took time to complete an important survey about the qualities most 

desired in a new superintendent for the Harrisburg School District.  
 

“The information gathered from the survey and focus groups will be used to interview candidates in the coming 

weeks. When a final candidate is selected, I will ensure that there are opportunities for our staff, parents, 

students, and community to meet the candidate before an appointment would occur. We are seeking a proven 

student-centered leader who will embrace our school community, lead with integrity, and pursue continual 

growth, improvement, and excellence for the District.” 
 

The Montgomery County Intermediate Unit (MCIU) has been working since 2019 to support the school district 

as an Amended Recovery Plan service partner and has provided an infusion of credentialed, highly qualified, 

and talented staff, including Acting Superintendent Celmer, whose tenure and dedicated leadership of the 

District has been outstanding, but was never intended to extend past June 2022. Given reasons related directly 

to the geographical location of his family, Mr. Celmer is not applying for the long-term position of 

superintendent. However, he is committed to remaining in the District to provide full support and transition 

assistance to the new superintendent through June 2022. 
 

Harrisburg’s school community can expect regular, transparent updates as the administration moves through the 

search process.  
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